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* The dataset shows distribution patterns of median monthly rainfall and the inter-annual variability 

of monthly rainfalls over South Africa.

* Data was derived from Schulze, R.E and Lych, S.D (2007).

* Coefficients of variation of monthly rainfalls in the summer months (November - February) range 

from < 60% in the east to > 200% in the west testimony to a general inverse relationship existing 

between rainfall amount and its variability, as well as illustrating that CVs of monthly rainfall totals 

are 3 - 4 times as high as those of annual totals.

* Patterns of the inter-annual CV of winter monthly rainfall totals show the northern areas of South 

Africa to experience considerable variability (> 200%), rather than displaying the east-west gradient as 

is the case in summer months. This decreases with latitude, but the southwest winter rainfall regions 

still have CVs in excess of 50% in the winter months.
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