
Anthropogenic 
Thicket  Patches 

 

Ancient connections between 
Humans and Thicket 

  



Archaeological Digs 
Landscape and plants are usually 
ignored. Sites float in a vacuum.  
Macrobotanicals are seldom collected and  
identified. Exceptions show a typical  
wall of vegetation and a few list plants  
found in excavations.  



Purple   = FFs18 North Outeniqua Sandstone Fynbos   
Orange = FFs16 Uniondale Shale Renosterveld 
Blue = River 

Thicket patches on the edge ς neither fynbos nor renosterveld 

Yellow Lion site 
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Axis Title 

Herold Falling Buck site ς densification of anthropogenic thicket 
genera at the actual habitation site 

Hermannia 

Withannia 

Solanum 

Lycium 

Sutera 

Dodonea 

Osyris 

Ficus 

Pelargonium 

Euclea 

Diospyros 

Maytenus 

Cussonia 

Aloe 

Asparagus 

Rhus 



Fruits & seeds Leafy greens 

Asparagus setaceus 

Carissa haematocarpa 

Rhamnus prinoides 

Diospyros villosa 

Carissa bispinosa 

Carpobrotus sp. 

Euclea undulata 

Olea europaea sbsp. africana 

Atriplex semibaccata 
Solanum nigrum Solanum retroflexum 

Abutilon sonneriatum Tetragonia decumbens 

Achyranthes aspera 

Chenopodium murale 

Exomis microphylla  Sisymbrium capense 

Osyris compressa 



Medicine & poison Roots & Tubers Rope & cordage 

Solanum tomentosum 

Withania somnifera 

Acokanthera oppositifolia 

Drimia sp. 

Asparagus sp. 

Chlorophytum comosum  

Rhoicissus digitata 

Acacia karoo 

Cyperus string Fishing net 

Trapping net 

Asparagus sp. 

Kedrostis nana 



Quezel ς Plant migrations Barham & Mitchell ς ά¢ƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴǎέ  





Imithi Amayeza Project ς use of traditional plants by modern communities  

Transkei George Diabetes clinic 

George Thembalethu Clinic Touwsranten community Hoekwil 


