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Longer Term Vision 

Contribute to the recovery and long-term persistence of the global population by having viable 
populations of the indigenous subspecies in natural habitat throughout their former range within SA and 

managed as a regional meta-population 

Shorter Term Vision 

An average SA meta-population growth rate for both of the two indigenous subspecies of black rhino of 
at least 5% per annum, and meta-population sizes in SA of at Least 2800 D. b. minor and 260 D. b. 

bicornis by the end of 2020 
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Biological Management Objective 

 To Manage black rhino populations: 

 A: To achieve sustained meta-population growth through harvesting at a 5% per annum rate 
  where required 

 B: To maintain optimal levels of genetic diversity 
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Custodianship Programme 
 

• 09 Dec 2010 – MOU WWF-SA 

 

• MOA WWF-SA 

 

• Identify potential sites 

 

• Conduct site assessments  

 

• Perform security assessments 

 

• Obtained board and cabinet approval 

 

• MOA with custodianship site & Black Rhino management plan 

 

• Secure SANParks Assistance 

 

• Obtained permits 

 

• Planned Operation 

 

• Capture started 26 Sep 2011 











• Establish 2 new populations 

     (both consisting of large founder groups and in area 

     with potential to carry in excess 50 animals) 

• Both new populations are within the defined range of 

     the subspecies 

• Concerted effort made to translocate unrelated individuals 

• Not a problem for ECPTA at this stage. 
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• Successfully concluded first major harvest (5% per annum) 



Population 

Performance 

indicators 

Target Actual 

2012 

Population Growth 

Rate 
>5% 8.6 

Intercalving Interval <2.5-3.0 years 2.5 

Age at First Calving <7.6% 7.1 

% of adult females 

calving per year 
>30% 30% 

Mortality <4% 0% 

Male: Female Sex 

Ratio 
1:1 1:1.5 



Research Projects 
 

• Behavioural and long term demographic responses to harvesting. 

 

• Looking at dispersal of males and females into the population 

 

• Spatial distribution of animals in the landscape 

 

• Paternity analyses – who’s doing the breeding and what makes these individuals 

     successfull 

 

• Heterozygosity in our populations 

 

• Individual based modelling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


