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Map 1. Location of Eastern Cape Parks Board Baviaanskloof Reserve Cluster;
including the Baviaanskloof Nature Reserve, Groendal Nature Reserve and Formosa
Nature Reserve (The Island Nature Reserve situated in Port Elizabeth is part of the region but is not shown)
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| ocation and Extent

Cluster made up of 3 Nature Reserves
1)Baviaanskloof NR (Western, Cockscomb, Kouga
sections)

2)Groendal NR

3)Formosa NR (Tsitsikamma mountains) - 45 175ha

Baviaanskloof NR 211 476ha
Groendal NR 45 428
TOTAL Area 256 904ha




Conservation Prehistory

Past 20 000 years San (Bushmen) hunter-
gatherers lived in caves and rock shelters —
many rock paintings in the area as proof

Some 2000 years ago Khoi pastoralist settled
in the region

First European farmers arrived around 1817
in the Kloof — cultivation of floodplains and
livestock grazing



Pre - 1923

Mountainous areas was declared
“Crown Land” - no management

Open land available for grazing by
neighboring landowners



Period from 1923 - 1970

Crown Land was Declared as the
Baviaanskloof Forest Reserve and managed
by the then Department of Forestry with a
Forester stationed at Prince Albert

The first Forester in the Baviaanskloof was
appointed at Studtis in the 1930’s

Interventions was limited to reconnaissance,
impounding stray livestock and controlling
fires
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Period 1970 to April 1987

Status of Forest Reserve —managed by the
Dept. of Environment and Forestry as a
Mountain Catchment Area

During 1977 parcels of land along the Kouga
River was purchased and transferred to the
Dept. to be managed as mountain
catchment.

During this period more staff was appointed
to managed the area.
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Period 1970 to April 1987

Main management activities during this
period included the making of firebreaks for
the purpose of rotational block burning
scheme to reduce fire hazards.

Foresters also embarked on the building of a
road network into the mountains to make the
area more accessible.

A program to control Alien invasive plants
also started during this period — Black wattle,
Hakea, Pines and Nerium oleandetr. 11
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Period 1987 to 1994

From 1 April 1987 control was transferred
to the Provincial Administration of the
Cape of Good Hope, and the area was
managed by Cape Nature Conservation
until 1994, when control was transferred
to the Eastern Cape Department of
Economic Affairs, Environment and

Tourism
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Period 1987 to 1994

These departments were the driving force
behind the consolidation and expansion of
the Baviaanskloof protected area to form
the Mega Reserve which comprises both
formal protected areas and privately
owned land.
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Period 1987 to 1994

A program of land purchase began in 1986,
and with the assistance of funds from the
World Wildlife Fund, SAA, the African Wildlife
Heritage Trust, the Willow Trust, the
Wilderness Leadership School and the Brodie
Family, some 15 322 ha of land were
burchased and a further 4 338 ha acquired

ny the State. Subsequently further land was
hurchased
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Period 1987 to 1994

Main management objectives during
this period:
Managed the catchment for good quality

water production including natural fire
management

Removal of Alien Invasive plants (70% of
budget) and domesticated animals (donkeys
and cattle)

Managed the area as a Wilderness Area for
recreational use by the public 2















“Large areas of unmodified or slightly
modified land retaining its natural
character and influence, which is
protected and managed so as to
preserve fts natural condition.”

As defined in the 7 World Wilderness Congress proceedings
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Period 1987 to 1994

Main management objectives during
this period:

Re-introduction of game that used to occur
in the area e.q.

Mountain Zebra in 1990
Eland in 1989
Red Hartebeest in 1991
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Period 1994 to 2004

Baviaanskloof Nature Reserve managed by
Dept. of Economic Affairs, Environment &
Tourism — E. Cape Prov. Govt.

2002 — Project Management Unit - WF
Sections managed according to wilderness
principles

Reduction in management budget

Introduction of Buffalo into the core
Wilderness area

Access road deteriorated 25
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Period 2004 to present

In June 2009 the Eastern Cape Parks &
Tourism Agency took responsibility for the
management and further development of
the Mega-Reserve landscape initiative

Stewardship program

Strategic Management plan produced by the
PMU

Introduction of Black Rhino — require intense
monitoring

Outsourcing of tourism facilities.

28



‘. 1 1 : t 1 1 ————_— | 1 1 1 : 1 1 1

Besianrsbivol Cluster Mesersas and Seclhians 2007

PR N o 2
\ I )
W W s e L i N E o Pt A A e F O A -

I CeTee—— Vnbort WM e ¥ e POy e ~—
e Zatngn § e —— Crves
BAVIARNESKLOOF RESERVE CLUSTER G - - 0 Wi = e P Ao A 2 o o § PR WAyt e e A S W o S
CONSERVATION DEVELOPMENT N Seree [ " vty veve v o e s 4 et u-.a-.v-:;m—- i iy Yot by
Loe oy o At i Wy o e S A Bk B - AAB
FRAMEWORK; Deaft 1 Ramnduaeniande ol - B0 Ll Log Averraiegs “ s N vt oty ]

Bonin ool Tamada | rocm Wk i L -
prdezze N iy T4 mopets b b S . S5 S sl bt e o~

_ s v bt Wiy v Al s Aoy
Wy A S—— e e b by, R et et 278 et bote g oy S P Py &
P Lans s L e—

s R w1 it 3 SN A 430 0 S T4 et L Siud b eSO e

Goudi iy men B v froegen iy vy
u e fowrtd e e VA8 o 3. bty e Al o, P4 H g T, S T
& e Arnaman pArmet ¥ S04 A B M T RO TG R 4 Mot
AR LS| OO A Semmte T TSt W WM VT 8 A O WETS S S Dt 8
7] SURE | SR e et b B D0 € e e S e ARG $ e e 4 P
€ P s Adenn Sbule honn Ja, Wiy MNM)‘\M‘*M-W\WHM“'FN
. .nwmmm Tt A dor bl WAL e U ol gt et

M MRS MO OSBRI B LA T & B0 B e S
. — A D STEL PR B A 040 T STOMAK UREK S e AT 0 B 3000y
e BT ORI, B BN AT T e &
[ *Mwm-.-“»‘b"n—‘mw o
DL DO WU 10 S5 Se70L MO GRS
D e

Dot C30 W Py S04 Pwnarwnns Arrwe s PO - -
X Brvuar o Swys Fanacen P St Vssgmen Ot
B

D Nowwy et LR T reT————r
\ foaivt i Binpsdogabadndl marptogiotaciglidropdinain iy iy
| Se———nane T ] Nownst Tune Nwn vt e g i vl vl a O
Bonas’ — . b £ 44 § G T b Sanage Seat 4o bean bt
AW O AT rt P AT 94 BT P S VR A1 b SR M P AT (AT
A St VD AT M O AN T W A At










Current research and rehabilitation projects
on Conservation and Private land

@ Spekboom project

% Restoration of the Alluvial “fans” of
tributaries entering the Baviaanskloof
River — Living Lands

@ Rehabilitation of the wetlands in the

floodplains of the main truck of the
Bavaainskloof River
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Imagery Dates. May 22, 2003 - Jan 8, 2008
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