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Extent of Thicket in Urban Areas

Less than
10% of
STEP (Sub-
Tropical
Planning
Ecosystem

Project) is
covered by
urban

Legend
[:I STEP Planning Domalin are aS .

D STEP Bourndary

McConnachie, Shackleton & McGregor (2008) “The extent of public green space and
alien plant species in 10 small towns of the Sub-Tropical Thicket Biome, South Africa”.




Views of Thicket

“... we require a much
better appreciation of
the ways Iin which
humans view thicket
and the choices they
would make regarding
Its use or abuse...”

Knight & Cowling (2003) “Conserving South Africa’s ‘Lost’ Biome. A Framework for
Securing Effective Regional Conservation Planning in the Subtropical Thicket Biome”.




Value of
Thicket in
Urban Settings

a personal view




Low Maintenance Hardy Plants




Compared
with

high maintenance
(time and money!)
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Compared
with

thirsty gardens and
empty dams

constraints

home/water-wise-gardening




Working with the Soil




Compared
with

costly chemical
fertiliser

MYC®ROOT

At the root of every healthy plant

& THE FERTILIZER SOCIETY OF SOUTH AFRICA
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Figure 1: Net Fertilizer Prices in South Africa - A Price Index
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OVE OVER You TFNDIGENOUS PLA
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Compared
with

alien invasion




1ving Fences
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Compared
with

bare fencing or ... a
shocking experience
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Iconic Species
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Artistic Inspiration

On the cusp of the Eﬂremozoic

“the age of loneliness”
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Activities
supporting
Thicket
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8 October
16h30 - 17h30

Stafts at enfranée to
MakanaBotanical Gardens,

H
Lucas Avenue, Rhodes University
: Entry forms available:
Friday 7 October (09h00-15h00) at Eden Grove (Lucas Avenue),
or atbgte start at least 30 minutes before race,

\ or.online

Skm
teams/individuals
walk/run




Albany Horticultural Society

INCORPORATING THE

East Cape Lilium Society

18 Fitzroy Street, Grahamstown 6139
Telephone: 046 622 7720

Albany Branch

Botanical Society of South Africa

»/Botanical Society Award\}
*/ For the best specimen |
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UMTHATHI TRAINING PROJECT

FRIENDS OF @ Friends of the

: O
THOMAS BAINES (VWIS S cenvirefnmental

NATURE RESERVE PEOPLE CARING FOR THE EARTH Rlver Reserve LEARNING RESEARCH CENTRE

Kowie Catchment Campaign

Working together for a healthy river catchment

Rhodes Restoration Researeh Grou




Challenges




Cultural perspectives

African: bare area around home = tidy household

English: pretty roses & other
non-indigenous flowering plants




Socio-economic status

O

Affluent: more species, mostly non-indigenous

Poor: fewer species, mostly indigenous




Way Forward?

STEP in the right
direction




Popularise Thicket

Demonstrate the value of thicket in gardens
(link human interests to thicket conservation)
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Stewardship Agreements

Nature reserve: legally recognised; exempt from
municipal rates

Protected environment: legally recognised;
communal conservation action

Conservation area:
informal, flexible, not
legally recognised;
includes conservancies




Citizen Science

Involve gardeners, scholars, interest groups

Improved understanding of thicket




Eastern Cape
Thicket ...




