


What is iSpot?





UK launch 2008

14 500 users

75 000 observations

5700 species

Where it all started…

5700 species

97% identified



118 Red List speciesTwo new species discovered!

iSpot’s valuable contribution

Data on NBN



How does it work?



Three levels of 

confidence to choose 

from

Opens a Google Map

Initial ID

from

Revised ID

Direct link to the Red List



Reputation on iSpot

Novice ExpertKnowledgeable

Suggest or
agree with an ID

Expert agrees

Reputation
increases



The iSpot learning curve
Atlas/Survey/Database

Take a photo



The iSpot learning curve

Suggest/agree
with ID Expert 

agrees

Reputation
increases



Other cool features/uses



Use the autocomplete dictionary 

Navigate the taxonomy



Badges for societies 

Botanical Society

CREW

Protea Atlas Project

Cape Bird Club
SANParks

Speleological Society

SANBI



Forums 



Personal customization



Keep up with local conservation news



Search for locality/topic/species



Reasons for success



Quick identifications, for free



4000

5000

6000

7000

8000

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

%
 O

bs
er

va
tio

ns
 w

ith
 ID

N
um

ber of O
bservations per m

onth

iSpot is scaleable
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Local relevance

Create a digitag for your own project 

Request the iSpot community to help

Exisiting appeals: 

Orobanche, Protea Colour, AliensOrobanche, Protea Colour, Aliens

Species lists by Friends Groups



Social networking appeal



iSpot southern Africa

Released in March

250 users 

5000 observations5000 observations

4500 identifications



Our own success stories



Cytinus capensis

…back from extinction!



Distributional data for conservation

One site to feed other atlas & databases

Revive taxonomy

The iSpot Vision

“Create a new generation of naturalists”

by involving public in citizen science



Calling all experts

Start iSpotting!

Help to develop Bayesian keys

Partnering with atlas projects 

What is your role?

Partnering with atlas projects 

Spread the word



Relevance to issues at Thicket 

Forum…

Andrew Knight: “Scientists don’t know/have everything”

“Need to engage in social learning”

Christo Marais: “Datasets for primary science”

Div deVilliers: “Need the help of the public to alert on criminal 

activity”

Eileen Campbell: A need to know where rare communites are



“Learning the names of 

animals and plants can be 

great fun… All great 

naturalists, Charles Darwin 

included, started off this 

way…

iSpot has already had a great 

success in encouraging people 

Testimonial from Sir David Attenborough

success in encouraging people 

of all ages and all 

backgrounds, to take this first 

step…

This remarkable project that 

has been initiated to run so 

successfully deserves all the 

help it can get to ensure it 

continues.”



Thanks

See you on iSpot!
http://za.ispot.org.uk


